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Everything is funny as long as it 
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Dear children, 
Te was nice to see a news item in The Hindu recently, which gave a lot of 
information on two science exhibitions held by two different schools in 
Chennai. 
itrevived pleasant memories 






‘of my own school days. used to volunteer to 
stand for hours besides the exhibits and explain to the visitors the salient features 
‘about them. The main reason for my cooperation was the free tokens given 
by the school authorities which entitled me to snacks and cofiee at the canteen. 

“Apart from scientific exhibits we also used to play small tricks leaving the 
visitor gaping at us! One such exhibit was as follows: 

‘We bought a shining new brass tap and hung it in a corner of the room. We 
connected it with twine threads to the electrical wiring running along the 
walls, Though the tap apparently was not connected to any pipeline, water 
would flow in a steady stream and fill a basin placed on the floor, An outlet 
rubber piple led from the basin and drained the excess water which would 
otherwise spill over and wet the floor. 

1 said, “See! oxygen comes through this wire and hydrogen through this 
(pointing to the two twines) and because of electrical sparks inside the tap 
they fuse, and we get water!” 

Itwas amazing to find that people really believed what I said and asked me 
whether the water shortage problem would be solved! | said that this was at 
fan experimental stage and that a lot more research had to be done before 
‘mass production can commence! 

Can you guess how water flowed from the tap? I'll tell you in the next issue 
of Gokulam. Meanwhile keep guessing! 

Incidentally why not write to Gokulam 
about your own experiences while 
participating in such school exhibitions? 

Love, 


\pwrr 
Z 
K. Rajendran 
Editor 

Sema 
lp 

— William Canton 
series 
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COLOUR PLEASE! 


152 Please print colour photographs 
for items like “In the wild’, “Petpals" 
and ind technology’ columns. 

Gokulam is a very informative book 
and there is no book like it 






id. VIL, 
Sri Sivaswamy Kalalaya, 


Chennai 
© 
~~ 


\O 
‘How and why’ pleasel 


Gokulam is very interesting, But 
it lacks a question comer. Please start 
a column where we can ask questions. 


GOKULAM December ‘98 








and you give us the answers. If you 
start this column, I believe Gokulam 
will become a ‘super star.” 


RM. Preethi, 
IL A, Arya Central School, 
Pattom, ‘Trivandrum 








(The article on snakes was in- 
formative. Birthday adventure by 
Gayathri Khandige was interesting. 
Please convey my compliments to her. 
jayashree, 
"Thomas 
Chennai 








Std. ¥, § 
Eng. Prep. School, 





NEW YEAR WISHES 


No bad polities, no corruption, 
No disharmony, no disruptions 





No hatred in people's minds, 
Nothing bad, nothing unkind. 
There'd be nothing, 

But peace and joy, 

Inevery girl, 

And every boy. 

0'99 I welcome you 

With new resolutions, 


overturned, Luckily we landed in a 
ditch. Our cries for help were heard 
by a group of tourists passing that way, 
‘They helped us out of the ditch. It was 
then the driver confessed that he had 
dozed off, None of us was hurt. We 
finally boarded the train but were very 
shaken after the accident, 





And everything new. N. James, age 12, 
S. Bharath, Little Flower School, 
Mumbai. Jamshedpur 

Sleepy diver A DISAPPOINTMENT, A 





[My parents had decided to make 
‘trip to my father’s native town, Our 
train was due to leave at 5.30 a.m, We 
left for the station by 2.30 a.m, by an 
auto rickshaw since the railway station 


was quite far away. 

Initially the auto driver was cheer 
ful as he drove, Soon, he fell silent 
Suddenly his head tilted and the auto, 


SURPRISE 


[2 Treceived an invitation from my. 
school to meet Shaktimaan, When I 
‘went to the venue with my parents af- 
ter school, to my disappointment, 
Shaktimaan had left. T was di 
pointed, Nevertheless, I filled up the 
questionnaire and left 

Treceived a letter from the organis- 
ers.aftera few days to collect the prize 
Thad won. Thad won a Tshirt and a 
cap. 





R. Balajee, age 7, 

Sri Venkateshwara Vidhyalaya 
MHSS, 

Chennai 





Six years to say “Merty Christmas” 


A aistmas greeting card tooksix 
‘years to reach its destination, a mere 
12 km from the German town where it 
was posted. 

“The card was despatched on Dec. 
20, 1991 in the southern town of 
xKronach, The letter arrived on Dec.22, 





“97, The post office did not issue any explanation. The post office, however, agreed to 
‘overlook the detail that postage was due on the letter which bore a 60 pfennings stamp 


‘as opposed to the 1 DM tariff now in force. 
4 


SKA, Calcutta. 
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a veryone in my class sees mov- 
pS ies! Except me!" complained 
Sister Undir. “What about 

| don't think I'l see any in my entire 
life!" grumbled Brother. 

That was not strictly true. Sister 
and Brother did in fact see 
some films on TV. But 
Mama and Papa were 
rather busy with 
work and did 
not find 





time to 
lineup 
and reserve 
tickets at cin- 








Besides, they 
were not really 

that keen to spend nearly half a day 
going up and down, bravin 
ugh 





crowds, and sitting t! 
that wasn't all that good. 

I've better things to do on my day 
off! I'll just sleep!” declared Papa 
Undir bluntly 

Mama did feel she ought 
herself for the sake of 
and make an afternoon outing out 
of it. So one Friday, on the way back 
from work, she stopped at a cinema 
theatre and bought four tick 
the Saturday matinee show. “Let 
Papa also stir himself for a change! 
she decided 

There was much excitement in 
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(/UNDIR’ 




















(STORY) / 
FY 


the Undir family that evening. Sister 
jumped for joy. Brother jumped for 
What a surprise!” declared 
Papa pretending to smile and mak- 
ing a face at Mama Undir. Sister and 
Brother noticed Papa Undir's reac 
tion. “You don't have to come Papa! 
wma can take us,” said Sister. 








Why oo just sell your ticket to 
\ someone!” — suggested 
WW Brother naughtily, knowing 

5 


that though Papa Undir did not much 
care for movies, he liked to be 
wanted! 

“Or take a friend along!" said Sis- 
ter, teasing Papa. 

Neither Sister nor Brother Undir 
wanted anything to dampen their 
spirits, "We'll take some chips with 
us!” That was Sister. 

“I'd like to buy some popcorn at 
the theatre!" said Brother. 

“We should carry enough water 
to drink” said Mama Undit 

Watching everyone in such a 
good mood, Papa began to have 
second thoughts about dropping 
out. “Well, if all of you want me to 
come... I'l consider! 


There was a shout of joy! “Come, 
please come Papal 
Brother. 

“Papa wants us to ask him! 


begged 






laughed Sister Undir 

“Of course we will!” declared 
Brother indignantly. 

Mama just smiled. 

The next day they were all off 10 
the cinema theatre, As they were a 
litte early, they waited in the com- 
pound of the theatre, Sister had car- 
fied four packets of potato chips. 
Brother had a large bottle of 7-UP 
with him. He decided that it was bet- 
ter than water. Mama had the tick- 
ets with her. Papa and Brother went 
to buy popcorn for all of them 


ust then a young beggar ap- 
proached Sister. The beggar 
© was about Sister's age. She 
‘stuck out a little hand and with the 
other pointed at the potato chips that 
Sister Undir was carrying, At first Sis- 
ter did not know how to react. She 
tugged at Mama's hand, looked up 
to her and then back at the beggar, 
When the beagar remained persist- 
ent, Sister asked Mama for some 
‘money. But the young 
beggar refused and 
pointed to the chips. Not 
knowing what to do, Sis- 
ver hesitantly extended 
a packet towards 
her. The beggar 
grabbed it as quick 
as lightening and 
disappeared! Sister 
Undir was stunned! 
By then Papa Undir 
and Brother arrived 
with the popcorn. There 
were stil ten minutes for 
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the show to begin, Sister started to 
tell Brother Undir what had hap- 
pened. Just then another beggar, 
this time a little fellow, came and 
asked Brother for popcorn. 
Brother became uncomfort- 
able. “Give him some!" sug- A, 
gested Sister. 

That was when they saw 
the first beggar hiding behind 
some cars and looking sharply 
at the second one. She was mov- 
ing her hands, trying to encourage 
the second one to continue. He did. 
He tapped Brother and begged for 
‘some popcorn. 

Brother was about to part with 
some of the popcorn, when Papa 
Undir offered some money instead. 


But the minute Papa put his 
hands in his pocket to take out 
some money, the first beggar darted 
ut from behind the parked cars and 
pushed away his hand. “He's a 
fool!" she said about the second 
one. “He doesn't know. If you give 
tnoney our boss will take it away. But 
give us something to eat and we fin- 
ish it straight away. The boss is not 
interested in chips or popcorn! 
Brother and Sister started. It was 
the first time they were actually talk- 
ing to beggars. The git! looked very 
‘smart, Sister wanted to ask her a jot 
of questions, but was a ttle shy and 
hesitant. "Who is your boss? Don't 
you have parents? What about 
school?" she wanted to know. “But 
will it be rude to ask?" she won- 
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{ he beggar nodded in agreement. 


dered. 


Brother was clearly moved. He 
handed over a popcorn packet to 
the second beggar who hurriedly 
ripped open the packet and started 
tostuff his mouth. “Hurry up and give 
me also some!” demanded the first 
beggar. But the second one just ig- 
nored her and continued to enjoy his 
packet, So Brother Undir just 
handed her another packet which 
she grabbed and gave him a smart 
salute 

Brother smiled. Sister and Brother 
were both impressed. " Would they 
like to see the movie?” Sister won- 
dered aloud. 

“That's a great Idea! But what 
about tickets?” Brother suggested 
that they try. 


{fp ,542P0" the idea.But don't you 
} think it would be better to ask 
the two of them first?" asked 

Papa sensibly. 
“Hurry up, ask!" Sister urged 
Brother because she suddenly felt 
7 


















rather shy. But there was no need to 
ask. The first one, who was quite 
bold, replied for both. “Look, I've al- 
ready seen this film three times, | 
peep through the crack in the door 
front. | even know all the songs 
and sing them to this fool!" she said, 
meaning the second beggar. 
Sister's face fell. She did so want 
them to join, She had so many ques- 
tions to ask 
“But” continued the first beggar 
patting the second one on his back, 
“this one is not as quick as me. The 
usher caught him 
and slapped him 
once. Since then 
he doesn't even 
try to sneak a 





look! I'm sure he'd like to come! And 
for him to come, | must come too. 
He's too timid. You pay. of course! 
The second one nodded and 
smiled with his mouth full. Sister and 
Brother were relieved. Papa and 
Mama Undir supported the idea. But 
the next problem was tickets. There 
was hardly any time left for the movie 


to start. But, unfortunately, they were 
‘ut of luck. There was a big HOUSE 
FULL notice. The ticketing window 
was shut. What were they to do? 





P hen Mama had an idea. “Why 
don't we give them our tickets?” 
Papa was surprised, “But 

what do we do for three hours?” 

“Well, there's some shopping to 
be done. We can finish buying the 
groceries and come back to pick up 
the kids. 

Sister and Brother Undir were just 
digesting this new development 
when the first beggar piped in, 
‘Come on! Grab the tickets! Each 
cone take one. The film is starting!" 

Papa escorted the four of them 





advised, not quite sure of the 
first one. She smiled and 
gave Papa Undir a hug. 
Then she grabbed Sis- 
ter’s hand, “This is the 
first time | shall be 
watching a movie like 
a real movie-goer. 
How I'd love to-see 
the usher's face!" 
The four of 
them went in. The 
second one was 
skipping and jumping, obviously 
delighted. They would have plenty 
of time to talk during the interval, 
thought Sister. That was when Papa 
and Mama left them and waved 
goodbye. “We'll pick you up in a lt- 
tle while! Enjoy yourselves!" 


Anuradha Khati 
December 98 GOKULAM 


M - What is your father? 

C-Sir, N.D. 

M- Again N.D.? 

C- Sir, he is a News Direc- 
tor. 

M-Where do you live? 

C-Sir, ND. 

M - What is N.D ? Aren't 
you in your senses? 

C- Sorry sit, | live in New 


Delhi. 
M- Did you work anywhere else 
before? If yes, where? 
C- Yes sir, | worked in N.D. 
I | | M- Oh God! Do you know any- 


ef thing other than N.D? 
introduations Me ee C-Sir.. |. meant | worked in 
>: Candidate \javal Department. 

Chas applied for ajob. Here is NN eer ian) 

his interview with M, the manager. parents 

'M- What is your name? A tew seconds later - 

CSI ND. C - Sir, what do you think about 
q 2 

M-What? ear 

C- Sir, Neelesh Das. f 
" ? C - Oh really sir? what is it? 

a 2 

eal father's name? 44 - Nil dutfer - Get out! 

M- What N.0? 

- Sir, Narayan Das. 








Between teacher and Nishant 
"Teacher: Nishant! What is meant by acute 





angle? 
Nishant: The angle which iscute, madam. 
B. Sharmila Banu, 
X C,0ur Lady of Lourdes MHSS, 
Pollachi 


Son: “Father, tomorrow is my mar- 
riage, but I will not invite you to my 
marriage.” 





1 elie nol inwite me 





for your marriage! 
B. Shreekkanth, IX Std, age 16, 
‘Sich. Venkata Subbarao School, Chennai 
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| watch advertisements 
display photographs of 
watches showing the time 
‘as 10.10. Is this a mere coinci- 


| 


dence or is this 

being done for 

any specific rea- 
son? 

S. Srividya, 

age 12, 

‘Std VII, 

St. John's 

Senior Second- 

ary School, 

Chennai 


his is so 
“yr because 
at this po- 


sition you can see other details 
written on the watch. Like, the 
name of the country it has been 
manufactured in, the type of 
watch, the name of the maker 
etc. These are normally set on 
the centre of the watch. Hence 
watch - makers set their clocks 
at 10.10 in advertisements. 
Earlier, jewels and rare gems 
were placed inside the watch 
for precision. These details 
were also given on the watch. 











A group of youngsters from ILM. 
Vijayan's locality have made a 
docu-film on him. He is India's 
highest-paid footballer. The film, 
Kalobarin, is a 30 minute story of 
Vijayan, It tells of how Vijayan rose 
from being an ordinary boy of 
Trissur to become a footballer of 


FILM ON FOOTBALLER tals om «poor bck 













ward community he is 
the nation’s football superstar today. 

“The film was directed by Cherian 
Joseph and cost Rs. five lakhs. More 
than the game itself, importance has 
been given to ingeneous folk songs, 
visuals and art forms of Kerala to 
bring out the unique style of 
Vijayan. 
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PERSONALITY 


rofessor Amartya Sen was 
ned by India's first 
nobel laureate 


Shantiniketan. Little would 

nyone have thought that he 
would one day grow up and make 
himself proud by bringing to his 
country another nobel prize. 














Professor Amartya Sen is @ 

AL 65, he 
has seen many professorships - in 
Oxford University, Harvard 


professor of economics, 





Unive 





y, London School of 
Economics and Delhi ancl 
Jadhavpur Universities at home. 
Dr. Sen was appointed Master of 
‘Trinity College, Cambridge earlier 
this year till then the 
Professor of Economics and 
Philosophy at Harvard. 








Professor Sen is the sixth Indian 
to win the nobel prize. He is 
preceded by Rabindranath Tagore, 
GY. Raman, Hargobind Khorana 
Mother Teresa and 8. Ch: 
sekhar 





ndra- 


“Democracies 







Professor Sen was 
born in Shantiniketan in 
1933, He wa 
to the 1943 famine of 
Bengal 
fa 
even when food 
supply is high but 
people cannot buy the 





5 witness 





ines can occur 


food because they don't 
have the money 
There has never been a 
famine in a democratic country, 
he has remarked in his book, 
‘because leaders are kept on their 
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toes. In undemocratic countries 
the rulers are not affected by 
disasters like famine. They are not 
accountable even when millions 
die.” 


fofessor Sen had been slated 

for the prize for the past five 
or six years, Despite having 
authored several books, he was 
not considered for the award. His 
“Collective choice and soci 
welfare” and “Poverty and 
famines” earned him much praise 
from contemporary economi 

Professor Sen's grandfather was 

a sanskrit scholar, Dr. Sen 
attributes much of his achievement 

















AMINES” 






and success to S: 
favourites are Kautil 
Arthashastra and Aristotle's 








Lawyer : | plead for all. 
Priest : | pray for all. 
Common man : | pay for all. 
Pratik H. Jhakaria, age 14, 
VPM EHS, 
Mumbai 
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philosophies. 

Professor Sen's work on 
poverty and famine has won him 
the nobel prize. So far, the field 
of developmental economics had 
been given a cursory glance by 
the nobel prize committee. ‘This 
tradition was broken by the 
committee to award the prize to 
an economist working on poverty 
and development. ‘The prize 
money is $ 960,000, 

When Prof. Sen called up his 
mother at Shantiniketan with the 
news, she is believed to have 
said, "I'll believe it only when 1 
see the news in the 
newspapers 

Professor Sen has 
authored 18 books and 
200 research papers. He 
did his B.A. from 
Presidency College, 
Calcutta 

He dabbled with sc 
school and then opted for 
nomics. 
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SNIPPETS 


TYPIST DOGGIE 














Avril was taught to type on a 
specially adapted typewriter. One 
day, when his trainer Ms. Elizabeth 
Borgose, was dictating a story to 
Aril, her dog, Aril rebelled and be- 
gan typing by himself. 

Ms. Borgose found him typing ing verse. Such poets are called 
‘over and over again: “Abad dog.” ‘tortured poets’. One well-known 
Critics who learnt about this amaz- critic called Ari's poetry ‘charm- 
ing dog say he even took to writ- ing 


PILOTLESS AIRCRAFT 














Atlantic ocean guided by 
satellite and landed on 
a remote island off 
Scotland in August. The 
aircraft was designed, 
built and launched by Wash- 
A radio-con- ington Aerospace Research 
trolled pilotless aircraft crossed the Company. 


BEADS IN BARTER 








Twenty four beads 
which were used to buy 
Manhattan island from 
American indians are 
being donated to the In- 
dian museum of North- 
America at the Crazy 
Horse memorial. Three 
others who have eight 
“ 





beads each will also donate the 
beads in their possession. 
Historians say the Dutch gave 
these beads to Indians in 1626 to 
buy Manhattan island. Their esti- 
mated value at that time was $24. 











COSTLY HAT 








Fascist dictator Mussolini's hat 
fetched $ 3,749 at an auction held 
at Chapmans Sales Room at 
Scarborough in Britain 








BACKWARD TALKING 


David Funrer of California, US set 
the world record for backward talking 
‘on July 28, 1989, Steve Briers of 
Kilgetty, England has created a new 
record for reciting lyrics. He broke an 
earlier record of 10 minutes and 19 
seconds. He recited the same 
number of lyrics in 9 minutes and 
‘58.44secs. 


BURPEE RECORD} 


Joseph James of 
southern railway es- 
tablished a world 
record in burpees in 
August. Joseph dic 
1968 burpees in one 
hour. The worldrecora 
is 1840 burpees held 
by Paddy Doyle of 
England 

‘Burpee is a squat thrust with a ver- 
tical jump from crouch position. 

SURESH K. ANJUM, 
Calcutta, 





























Judge (to thie!): You have connitted 
seven thelts in a right, Quite strange. 
‘Thief Yes ay lord! lam a hard worker. 
B. Bharath. 

Sid Vil, lyderabad, 
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RETOLD STORY 


nce after a heavy shower, the 
inbow appeared in the sky 
The fairy who lived on the 
rainbow appeared on eath. ‘She landed 
in a garden full of lowers. She wanted to 
find out if the flowers inthe garden knew 
how many colours there were in arinbow. 


The rainbow 


fairy approached 
the lotus flower and 
asked, “how many 
colours are there in 
the rainbow?" 
The lotus 





many colours ate 
there in a rainbow?” 

The jasmine flower smiled but did not 
answer, Then Morning Glory who came 
that way, spoke up. "There are seven 
colours in the rainbow. They are - red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, turquoise and 
violet.” 

The rainbow fairy was very pleased. 
She offered Morning Glory seven gems 
Morning Glory said, 
I shall give 


cof seven colours. 
"Thank you for your gems. 
them to my friends."" 


1 glittering jewels attracted a flock of 
red-crowned cranes. Morning Glory 


6 


‘orange gems. When 
the goose took the 
jewel in his beak, his 
beak and his 
webbed 





offered them the red jewels. But the cranes 
said, “What use these gems? Give them 
to someone else.” 

Just then a grey rooster came to her. 
Morning Glory offered the red gems to 
the rooster. No sooner had the rooster 
touched the red gems than his crest, wings 
and tail turned a beautiful red. 

Morning Glory then turned and saw a 

large goose, She 
offered him the 


feet 


flower shied away turned orange. 
from her. The hry A spotted duck 
then went to a approached her 
jasmine plant and She gave the 
asked it, "how duck the yellow 


jewel The 
moment the duck picked up the jewel, his 
beak and webbed feet turned bright 
yellow. 
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Morning Glory 
approached the 
pine tee and offer- 
ed him the green 
jewels. But grand. 
father pine tree 
said, "My leaves 
are green all the 
year round. You 
would do better to 
give it to someone 
else,” 

"Who shall sive these jewels to” won- 
dered Moming Glory. She noticed a pond 
with muddy water. She threw the green 
jewels into the pond, Immediately the 
‘water in the pond turned a beautiful green 


‘orning Glory looked up at the grey 

sky and tossed the blue jewels 
towards it, She saw that the mountains 
were dry and bare. She threw the 
turquoise jewels at the mountains. The 
turquoise mountains, the green pond and. 
the blue sky made a beautiful picture: 


Keeping you in memory is easy, 
Whether you are near or far away. 
As several things remind me of you, 
Atall times during the day. 


A.comic we read with pleasure, 
‘The serials we watched together, 
‘The poems and essays we both 


wrote, 
And all those notes we learnt by 

rote. 
‘A game we both played, 


"But what shall | do with the violet 
gems?" Morning Glory asked herself. 
“Keep the violet gems for yourself,” said 


the rainbow fairy. "'d rather give it to 
the motning glory flowers," s0 saying 
‘Morning Glory threw the gems towards 
the cluster of flowers, The flowers 
immediately turned violet. Morning 
Glory's skirt too reflected the violet 
Rainbow fairy hugged Morning Glory and 

1 wish all children are lke you." 
Preethi Prabhakaran, age 13, 
KV No. 1, Chennai 








The many jokes we together 
cracked. 

A painting we together 
displayed, 
‘The thoughts we both exchanged. 


With all those thoughts about 
you, 

It isn’t a wonder that “I Miss 
You.” 


LR. Phanindro, age 17, Bangalore 
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sides a check on pol- 
lution and population 
will go a long way to 
make our country an 
enviable place to live 





FREE IUCATION in, 
Sindhura N. Swamy, Vil KEM 
Every year as the nation cel- ‘School, Kalasa. 
ebrates its freedom from foreign 
powers we recall the words of 
Nehru. India awoke to 
freedom at the 
stroke 


















BANNING _FIRE- 
WORKS 


It is alright to say fire- 
works should be banned. 
Every Diwalithe number of 
injured and deaths by fire 
accidents is released 
The ideal solution 
would be to allow 
public fireworks dis- 
play. Only quality 
fireworks should 


of midnight. 

Though we have progressed 
much we still have to provide ba: 
sic education to all. We must 
pledge to provide free education 
upto X standard, 

We must educate our people 
about civic sense and keep our 
nation clean. Good roads, well: 
equipped healthy hospitals, be- 
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be used. Crackers that are danger- 
ous should be banned. 

Diwali comes once a year and 
fireworks are an extra treat to the 
festive atmosphere. Diwali without 
fireworks would be so dull! 

Fireworks industry provides 
employment to some sections of 
people. So, why ban crackers? 
R. Anjoo Sharon, 


Nirmala College, 
Coimbatore. 
IS DEMOCRACY SUC- 
CESSFUL IN INDIA? 
Atter five decades of democ- 
racy our literacy rates according to 
census is 52. 1% (1991). In 1951 it 
was 18.3%. 
For democracy to be a success 
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the country should be fully iter 
ate, Scams and scandals of India 
have baffled even the well-edu- 
cated people. How will an illiterate 
even try to understand these 
scams and scandals? This literacy 
is also the root 












cause of child labour. 

What is the use of making laws 
when half the population of the 
country doesn't know what it 
means? If we have to make a suc- 
cess of our democracy we have to 
work very, very hard. It is not 
enough to hold the record for be- 
ing the largest democracy in the 
world. 


S. Ganesh, IX D, M. Venkat 
‘Subba Rao MHSS, Chennai. 
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SPECIAL VIEWPOINT 
A nimals once upon a time 


dominated the earth. Man 
had not even evolved. No 
sooner had man evolved than he be- 
gan finding means tomakehis ife easy 
to live. Soon, he learnt to better his 
standard of living, For this he needed 
help. The animals which lived a peace- 
{ullife became his target. He used 
the animals to suit his 
purpose. Then man 
learnt to become rich, 
He used animals to 
achieve riches too. The 
largest animal, the mam- 
math was the frst to vanish 
from earth. Man hunted them 
down so thathe could lve. To- 
day, the African elephant the 
next of kin to mammoth is near- 
ing extinction. Its tusks are sold 
far and wide around the globe as 
artefacts and used to make precious 
jewels, Thetusk _ofanelephantcosts 
a fortune. 

The deer is a 
much sought af- 
ter animal. The 
Indian musk 
deeris hunted 
ruthlessly for 
its musk. Its 

beautifully 
b.\ designed 
horns are 


used as 
& trophies 
+08 in wealthy 


A CRY IN 
THE WILD 


men's houses. The skin of the deer is. 
very valuable. They fetch lakhs of ru- 
pees in foreign markets. 



















he toughest ani- 
mal is the rhinoc 
eros. Like the 
tusks of the elephant, its 
FEA Horn is precious. It is 
hed usedin making weap- 
ons and jewels, The 
thino’s horn is often 
cut off thus making 
the animal de- 
fenoeless. Horses 
have been used 
for transport 
since ages. These days, 
horseracesare very common. Stallions 
are used in horse races. The stalion is 
the fastesthorse. Inoiden times horses, 
were used by kings in wars. And how 
‘many survived the ravages of wars no 
‘one knows! 

it werealise that these animals have 
‘as much right as humans to live on 
this earth then we wouldn't be making 
them extinct. 

Perhaps these animals have more 
right than us human beings to occupy 
earth. All that these animals need is 
reedom. We havent given them their 
basic need. 

\V. SHIVASHANKAR, IX Std., 
‘St Patrick's School, Pondicherry 
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ur fam 
ily decided to 
go on a trip to 
Mahabaleshwar. We 
were up early that 
morning and all set for the trip. 
My brother and | were most ex 
cited about the trip. After all, we 
were planning to spend two 
weeks there! 
The trip through the green ghat 
section was very pleasant after 





the dust and noise of Mumbai. To 
one side was the mountain 
ranges while to the other side of 
the road was the deep valley. 

We reached Mahabaleshwar fi- 
nally. We were to stay in a lodge 
with a beautiful lawn, The lodge 
also had a huge swimming pool. 
On the lawn were tall Ashoka 
trees. Colourful flowerbeds were 
arranged in rows. Birds con- 








CJLTELE 


NEIGHBOURS 
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stantly chirped from the trees 
The mountain and the waterfalls 
formed a beautiful backdrop to 
the lodge. 

Next morning, my brother and 
| were up early and decided to 
explore the garden. We walked 
into the garden towards the swim- 
ming poo! when | noticed bubbles 
rising from the deep end of the 
pool, Sensing danger | jumped 
into the pool. | caught hold of the 
drowning person and brought her 
Up to the surface 


he girl who had drowned 
was of my age. She had 
obviously fallen into the 
pool accidentally. She 
too had come for a holiday. Soon, 
we struck up friendship. We 
spent the days gathering flowers 
and making garlands. My cou- 





rageous act was the talk of the 
lodge, many times. 

| visited Sumitra's room and 
her mother invited me over often 
for tea and snacks, Soon, it was 
time to return to Mumbai. | had 
to part company with my new 
friend too, We waved to Sumitra 
as we set out for Mumbai. | often 
recalled the happy days we had 
spent together. 

One day, my father announced 
that we had to move house. We 
moved to a new locality. | felt be- 
reft of my friends. But, a surprise 
was in store for me. Just as | 
walked into the new house, who 
should | see but Sumitral My joy 
knew no bounds when | found out 
that she was to be my neighbour. 

Ashwini Vibhute, 
VII B, Loreto Convent, 
‘Mumbai 





Tongue rolled over 


My aranny wakes us up everyday 
asking us to get ready for school. That day 
too she asked us to get up and get ready 
for school. She said, ”Ruaiya go brush your 
face and wash your teeth.” 

‘My elder sister who heard this burstinto 
laughter. Ittook my granny quite some time 
to learn what she had said. She too then 
laughed at her mistake. Granny's tongue 

rolled over, she said! 
Ruqiya Pathan, age 7, Usgao, Goa. 





DearRunja.peasesenainiweramedtyou'scres! hy 
Lost in Close 
bag shave 








Twas We were return- 
ing from Chennai after 

arranging my rn 
books into my ‘a happy holiday. My 
school bag mother and I were on 


the way to Bhav- 
nagar, We spent a 
quiet day in the 
train, The next day, 
after two or three halts my 
mother suggested that we 
explore the coming station as 
the train would halt for a long 


according to the 
time-table. Even 
after searching high 
and low I could not 
find my science note 
book. I had to go to 

school without the science note 


book. ‘dave 
My science teacher asked us to When the train halted at the 
submit our science notebook for next station, my mother and I 


correction. In sheer desperation..|_ alighted. She suggested that 
decided to rummage into my bag_—_we have a cool drink, We 
one more time. Ifound it there! noticed a juice shop. I was still 
sipping my drink when my 

J Amudra} VIE mother who had finished her 

i Chennal. first plass asked me to order @ 
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Fearsome teacher 











T had joined a new school, My mother 
was a teacher in the school to which I had 
been admitted. I did not like my new 
school because I didn’t seem to have any 





friends. My class teacher, Mrs. 
“Thank: 
Within a few weeks I man: 





nma appeared very fierce to me. 
ed to 
make a few friends and 














second glass for both of us. 
1 approached the shop and 
placed our orders when I noticed 
the train moving. I ran upto the 
train and jumped into the compart- 
ment. By then, my act had created 
much furore. Someone was asking 
me if my name was Aarti, I said 1 
‘was Aarti, The man then rushed out 
of the compartment saying that my 
mother was sobbing because she 
thought hadn't boarded the train. 





by the end of five months T 
understood that my class 
red. In fact, she 
was loving and 
nderstanding, 1 have now 
adjusted to the new school 


7 
Anuncle seated next to me advised us 
to be careful when travelling by train. 
Since then, we do not venture out of 


[finally found my way to my 














the train unless we are sure the train 


very well 
‘would halt for a tong time, Stiydnchisn, afs'13) 
Aarti Chandrashekar, Bhavnagar. Thane 
Dear Aart, please sendin yourageand Dear Shyamohan, please send 
the name of your school in the name of your school. 
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‘nspector Prasad Verma had just 
received information that some 

goods were to be smuggled out of 
Bangalore to Andhra Pradesh. The 
highway between Bangalore and, 
‘Tirupati was under constant vigil. Yet, 
somehow, smugglers managed to 
‘smuggle in goods. Those were the 
days of prohibition in Andhra 
Pradesh. Inspector Verma was hence 
more alert 

He set out early that morning in his 
jeep with a few constables to check all 


the buses and other vehicles entering, 
‘Tirupati. He posted himself near the 
checkpost close to Tirupati. Soon, a 
bus came from Bangalore. Inspector 
Verma stopped the bus and explained 
to the driver the purpose of his 
stopping the bus. Soon, the bags and 
baggages of all the passengers in the 
bbus were being checked. Some of the 
passengers carried bags while others 
carried suitcases. There were some 
passengers who carried nothing atall 

Inspector Verma was disappointed 


26 


that he had found nothing at all in his 
search, He felt something warn him 
that somebody in the bus did carry 
prohibited items. He asked all those 
who had carried nothing with them on 
this trip to alight. 


bout a dozen men and women 

began alighting from the bus. 
Suddenly there was commotion. 
Inspector Verma rushed to check up 
‘on the reason. A boy of twelve was 
the cause of all the commotion. 


Inspector Verma asked him, “What is 
i" 

“Sir, this uncle had brought a 
suitcase with him when he boarded 
the bus at Bangalore. Now he is 
walking out of the bus with passen- 
gers who had nothing with them.” 

“Is that true?” the inspector asked. 
the man. 

“'No, the boy is lying,”’ the man 
said. 

“Lam not lying uncle. You threw a 
bunch of keys out of the window 
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when the inspector was searching our 
bags,” the bay was not giving up. 

“Alright, let me check.” Inspector 
Verma disembarked from the bus and 
went around the bus. Under the bush 
a bunch of keys lay exactly below the 
seat of the passenger who had said he 
had not brought any suitcase. 


Treen entered the bus and 
tried out the keys on the suitcase. 


‘One of them fitted the suitcase. The 
inspector opened the box. 
The box contained prohi- 
bited goods. Inspector 
Verma asked the man, “What 
is your name?” 

“My name is Rama 
krishnan’ the man replied 

“You bear a saint’s name 
and you tell lies? What is 
your profession?” 

“{ assist my father in his 
departmental store at 
Tirupati.” 

“'A good assistant too, 
the inspector commented 
dryly. 

“Why did you go to 
Bangalore?” 

“To visit my relatives.” 

The passenger did not confess. to 
having smuggled goods. He denied 
he was the owner of the suitcase. The 
inspector called out to his constables. 
“Take him to the jeep. Hold him down 
firmly. Else, he may escape.” The 
constables did as they had been bid. 

The inspector then walked up to 
Gopal and patted him on the back. 
“Thank you, son. But for you we 
wouldn’t have found the culprit.” 
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He then fished out twenty rupees 
from his pocket and handed it over to 
the boy. The boy’s father refused to 
allow his son to take the money. 


‘nspector Verma insisted. “He is a 

brave boy. I would like you to make 
him into a police inspector.” 

The passenger did not own up till 
they reached the police station. When 
they reached the police station, 
however, his brash manner changed. 
‘The uniformed men, the dishevelled 





faces that peeped out of the lock up 
and the neatly arranged firearms 
seared him 

He admitted to smuggling goods. 
He was remanded to custody. 

A case was filed in the court and 
Ramakrishnan was sentenced to two 
years of imprisonment. Gopal, on 
recommendation from Inspector 
Verma was awarded Rs. 100 for his 
courageous act 


MLV. Naidu, Hyderabad 


cu 





NASEER'S DONKEYS ‘cnn se 


‘Dear Vasishth, please send in your house address, Loyola School, Jamshedpur 











Naseeruddin decided to go to the 
market with his donkeys. 


Vil sell these“) 
lonkeys and make) 
ssome money. orp 













sit on one of 
the donkeys, 





Now I have six 
donkeys. 
I M5 















Worried, Naseeruddin got off 
his donkey. 
Dounbe 5B GOKULAM 
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[Naseeruddin’s friend who noticed a 
|confused looking Naseeruddin asked 


What's wrong 
Naseer? had six 


1 
aoe 








S ‘nd 








done. 
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noticed a beautiful pouch-like 

object just below my feet. My first 
instinct was to kick it out of the way, It 
then struck me that ifitwere someone's 
purse, the least I could do was to return 
it, So, I picked it up. 

opened the pouch, looking around, 
Ifthe person who had lostit wasaround, 
1 wouldn't like to be branded a thi 
But, no one seemed to care what I did 
So, I opened the pouch, A black disc 
like object popped out and almost fel. 
I grabbed the abject. ‘Funny,’ I thought 
to myself, 'Forso small asize the object 
is incredibly heavy. 

Through it up closer to examine 
Something pricked my finger, "Ouch," 
Teried in pain. But, the black object 
seemed smooth with no needle-points 
Tpocketed itand entered a nearby pizza 
joint, Thad a pizza and milk shake and 
walked home, By the time I reached 
home, Iwas feeling sick, My eyes hurt 
Told my mother. She merely said 
tauntingl "Too much of TV" 

1 groaned in pain but remembered | 
had a long list of homework to 
complete, [finished my homework 
When I fingered my find, it yas 
still there. I placed iton the 
lable. No sooner had 1 
placed it on the table than 

eedlelike pointemerged 
from the dise, On its edge 
was a small yellow drop of 
Fiquid. 


I was walking down the street when 1 
































iat could it be? [blotted the 
liquid that spilled on 

the ground 
That night as T went to 
bed, I inspected my thumb. It 
seemed more blue than before 








The 





pale blue had spread to other fingers 
too. T decided to wait till mot 
fore I took the issue to my mother. 

To my utter shock I noticed a green 
form on the mirror across my bure 
sat upright, but the figure had vanished, 














T couldn't brush it off as a figment of 
my imagination, Suddenly a form 
approached me, “Me alien," it said. 


“You earthling, Me speak no language. 
Leamt a little to speak to you before 
centering earth.” 

“Well,” said, my breath eatching in 
my throat, "So, Mr. Alien, what ean 1 
do for you?” 

The alien watched me examine my 
fingers, "My tentacles carry sting. It 
hurt you, Will hecome ok tomorrow.” 

Tglared at the alien, What if was to 
be taken away to some other workd as 
tal object? elt like Seully 
ofthe s, Sucldenly the alien sail 
“ah, you The 
hetroscepular virus has been injected 
into you, You will soon change form, 


I wey 




















wre now one of Us, 





felt 
The 
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alien was afraid of me alright. At first 
the sting would become 

Now he liad 
d 





he had said 
alright the next day. 
changed his words. I grinned and 
"Mr. Alien, be my friend. You ne 
leave this planet. Be my guest and my 
friend for life.” The 
shocked by this turn of events. He said 
‘Good bye friend. I have work back 
home, Thanks a million f 
hospitality 

The 
even before I could make head or 
of it, The next morning, the blue ti 
hhad by and large vanished. Twa 
\g cartoons on TV when the postman 
called me. 

Tran to receive a small box. On it 














n seemed 





your kind 





Re 
watchs 











yy name and the sender was Mr 





Alien, L opened the box. In it lay a 
potich, Just like the one I had picked 


ing. Inside 





up from the roadl last eve 


Jien zoomed outand vanished 





the pouch lay a beautiful furry form, It 
was a doll bear 
A note said, “To earthling friend. 
The parcel contained no postmark 
oraddress, To this day don't know who 








sent it to me, The postman who a 





vered the parcel to me said not to look 





ein the mouth, The bear sits 


T wonder if the alien will 


a gift he 





on my table 
visit me again 
Meghna Parikh, VIILB, 

Mumbai 


Dear Meghna, please send in the name of 
your school 


THEBRIGHLN 


ALIEN 
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iL BE ABLE 


A 
Ds 


2 PY Ay EE 
PA ype vrigicg 
Fa 
. Pi 
A/ STORY! TDISNEY | 













THE PLANE OT ARTED 
|D/PPNG: ADS 


NE 
(ficial 02 i> TE Sfaines 
-- ie 8 om 
ee 
ES | P| 











THE CRAFT GAINED 
STABILITY AS FREEDA GA 
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FROM BENEATH 
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I study well 


B Lam in VIL standard. 
but forget everything when I enter the 


hall, 
N. Venkatesh, Mother Teresa HS, 
Bangalore 





Dear ents 
15 Sone! 
iron 


Ce 


"YU you are studying 
swell then you shouldn't 
Forget what you study. 
Try to learn the 
answers by writing 
them down twice, or 
thrice, It does not 
Jielp to learn by rote. 
You will forget what 
vou study if you 
hyheart — lessons 
Instead, note down the 
important points in each chapter and 
understand the lesson. You will never forget 
the anseers. 






Ww 


B Lcannor score well in maths, 1 
practice hard but I can’t make myself 
be interested in the subject. How can | 
cultivate interestin mathsand score well 
oo? 

Asha Raphel, IX Std., Mumbai 
Dear Asha, 
(Learn the formulas first 
sums given in your text book. 


4 


‘ry out the 
Then make 





out new 
and try them out 
based on the 
formulae you 
have learnt. If 
you find this 
difficult you 
could ask either 
your parents or 
your maths 
Teacher to give you some extra guidance in 
‘maths. You do not show interest in a subject 
simply because you do not understand it 


© In my class I am the thied shortest 
boy, I have been nicknamed ‘Poti’ 
Even my nine-year-old brother calls me 
by my nickname, 

P. Karteek, VIII, 
athya Sai Vidhya Vihar, Vizag. 





Dear Karteek, 

You have roughly six more years to grow 
‘to ypur full height. If your parents are tall, 
then you are sure to grow as tall as them. 
Play basketball, or some team sport. Ifyou 


Dicnber 98 GOKULAM 


cultivate yourself, these nicknames won't 
matter. Sarvangasana properly practised 
twill help. It activates the thyroid gland and 
you will ross taller. 





© Lam in VII standard. 1am very lary 
and don't study until the day before 
exams, I get jumbled up and finally fare 
badly in exams, aim to score 90 atleast 
in the coming tests, 





. Sunil, age 13, 
Sree Cauvery School, Bangalore. 





Dear Sunil 

(© You justhavero hick your laziness. Rend 
your lessons as you would a story book. In 
case you don’t read story books then here's 
what you should do, Set yourself a target 
sand decide you will forego your favourite 
pastime activities until you finish the subject. 
‘Stick to it. You are bound to score well in 
exams, ake your parents’ help in this 


Bie 
Stranger : Excuse me sir, will this 


road take me to the railway station. 
Man with bag : No, you will have 


Salem 
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to walk. 
'S. Mahehswari, aged 14, Nee 


geometry, I study for six hours yet I fail 
in maths. Please help. 
Vishal Nair, age 13, Mumbai 





oy 





Dear Vishal, 
(0) Learn the formulae first. Them, you can 
solve thesums. Theorems can be understood 
dy learning the steps that lead tothe amstser 
Maths, algebra and geometry cannot be 
studied like english or history. You have to 
practice them repeatedty. Give yourself mock 
tests, Find the subjects you are strong in. 
Devote more time on the days you are free to 
maths 
Love, 
Grandma worm 





A 
“s 








iy 
SHE BLEW HARD. A 
BLAST OF FREEZING 

TH WAS ENOUGH TO 
OeEUT ur THe FIRE. J 


Von. WHY. HOw. 
SUDDENLY "mn 
IAVN ING CONTROL 





R R 
RAN EMERGENCY 
LANDING. 
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suopeburg, 
nope 5 uaapyiy) wasouy, US 
‘ar abo ryoms 5G 
_soussuip huaye, “sayo yo02 Binysun som suohsaag, 
= peas ay7 yBrosya posids sadsqym moy u hoy 
‘ol yim qnoys uaspyy? apoyG 








sos sn dn pouy poy uasppy 
‘piouso ans poy souasuy) 

sors Gufysnny fipaoy v pemou y ways, 
apssinm aya ig 3121 Yop v mvs 7 

siuasad pun syfi8 fpeag) 29 Pa, 

svany auf yous 07 poyzoy ‘swoy fszaa uy 
ssizams pup srybiy ‘soypuos ryBnog sseworsny 
fisng 2am sadadydoys ay staysou ayy uy 
-azaug pyo2 ayy Gusoaf Guoyo pabipnsr 7 
‘fomioop fizea uo ality pruooy mous 

pop mous po pyeo mam spas 2y7, 


SVINISTYHO AWUHN 
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Dace 


ing Akbar wished to find 
K the most handsome per- 

son in his kingdom. He 
asked Birbal, his wise and witty 
minister to present before him the 
most handsome person by the 
morning of the next day. He an- 
nounced this in the court and 
said, he would reward the hand- 
some man and the finder. 

Birbal decided to teach a les- 
son to the king. Instead of find- 
ing a person as the king had bid, 
he looked for an utterly de- 
formed person. During his 
search he happened to visit 
an oil ven- 
dor's house. 


anyone who is 


the most handsome man in 
your eyes?" | 


"Yes, my lord. My son, 
though lame and crippled, is 
the very apple of my - 
eye. | believe 
none can be 


more hand- 
some." 
“Well then,” 


commanded 
Birbal, “bring your 
son to the royal 
court early tomor- 
row morning.” 


A 


ccordingly the 
oll vendor 


m8 





He asked # Favno. 2, 
the oil vendor, i Chennai 
“Do you know 


brought his crippled son to the 
court. King Akbar lost his temper 
when the cripple was brought to 
him and presented as the most 
handsome man in his empire. 

He wanted an explanation from 
Birbal. Birbal said, “My lord, this 
father considers his son to be the 
most handsome of all, because 
handsomeness is a concept of the 
mind. God alone is the fountain of 
beauty and handsomeness. 
King Akbar rewarded the crippled 

boy and his father with a 

heavy purse. Birbal too was 
given a reward 

D. Johnson, 

age 13, 

















Dear Johnson, pl. 
send in your house address. 
39 
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— Sae- 
How to play 7 ‘ 
icounters and a dice h 
Q 
i) 





containing 
‘e follow the rules given 


low. LP ly 
\oever reaches ‘Win’ first, wins. 
¥\ 2 
Pas 
_ SS 






‘Saved a baby dino. 
Goto 13 


P Dino attacks you. 
, Miss 2 tums, 


Litered campsite. Dy Treever hungry 
T-Rex .Goto 30 


E"\ A dino sees you. 
Al Goto 28 





a 


are disappearing at an alarming 
rate. Bhoothkali probably has 
them for food.” He also warned 
‘me not to go to the jungle alone, 

That evening | told my father 
all about bhoothkali. “Why 
should she single out forest 
animals?” | asked him, He 
waved me aside. 


i 
al 
Fe had 
termed the 
E= a 
“bhooth 
bunglow”’ 
Children never 
ventured near it” 


after dusk. The 
woman who had come to BU N GLOW 
reside in the house had 


been called ‘Bhoothkali’ by the hat night as | stood near the 
villagers. Many stories revolved window of my house, | hear 
around the bunglow. Slowly the 
woman became the source of 
many stories. No on knew her 
real name. 





The guest house where I lived 
with my father was not very far 
from the bunglow. As an officer 
on duty my father often left me 
alone in the guest house. He was 
on duty and could not give me 
company. | had befriended the 
housekeeper of the guest house. 

He told me, “so far no human 
being has seen boothkali. But 
animals from the nearby forest 


a2 





loud screams from the bhooth 
bunglow. Next day, people 
crowded to the bhooth bunglow. 
Quite a number of bones and 
rotting flesh lay outside the 
bhooth bunglow. My father had 


left early that morning. The 
housekeeper brought me some 
sweets. | opened the packet. 
The newspaper in which it was 
wrapped carried an article. 
“illegal export of animal skins.” 
I read the entire article. The 
article said, animals in the forest 
seem to disappear more during 
the new moon day. 

\ called the police and passed 
cn the information about the 
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bhooth bunglow. Tonight would 
be a new moon day. Any 
suspicious event could be then 
nipped in the bud, 

The next day’s events were 
soon in the newspapers. My 





name was published in bold 
letters and how I had helped the 
police in nabbing certain animal- 
skin smugglers was the story of 
the day. 

I spent the rest of the time in 
the guest house uneventfully. But 
| was the heroine of the village! 





BHEL MHSS., 
Trichy 
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TO LOOK FOR FOOD., 


ef 





KR A ROCK. 
44 


| LEFT MY LITTLE ONE 
UP ON TREE AND WENT 


AND WHEN | CAME Jaadgs 


cent 1 
JUST THEN | HEARD A 
TERRIBLE GROWL OF A 
TIGER FROM BEHIND 





IF YOu TELL 
US WHAT 
HADPENED MAY 
BE WE CAN 
HELP YOU, 















ATICER IN 
THI PART OF 
THE FOREST? 
ADDU THERE 
cone 
SHY... . 
tee GQ AND 












9 









oo AEF 
1 AM SURE THAT 
| THE TICER HAS | 
| EATEN MY BABY. | 
=x 
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Wy od 
y Z 
APPU COME LET'S CHECK be 
Y Fe oEMIND THE ROCK. |p) _SEE THE TICER, 


THANK YOU APPU AND KUKU 
FOR FINDING MY LITTLE TIGER 








CSS Ew 


mig 


Wa. ais Steer’ sbene! 
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he first printing 
press was et up in 
the 15th century. 
Till then books were 
written by hand and 
read. Men used tositlate 
into the night and write out 
page by page, There were 
illustrators who would illustrate 


these pages. Such books were called 
“lluminated manuscripts" 

Iluminare in Latin means to 
‘light up’, Why ‘Iluminare’ was 
chosen has remained a mystery. 
Perhaps because those who made 
these books or manuscripts were 
trying to enlighten the readers with 
the words of god. 
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Mluminated manuscripts are as 
old as the time man learnt to read 

nd write. The ancient Egyptians 
made them and they are still being 
made today 
such manuscripts became a form of 

1. The church authorities decided 
to use illustrations to educate the 
illiterate masses. Thus pictures were 





In the middle ages, 
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drawn to illustrate the articles. The artists 
who were employed for this purpose also 
started to paint biblical events on the walls 
of the churches and this tradition continues 
even today. 

‘The illuminated manuscripts were usually 
filled with pictures of religious events. 


he first letter of each section was lavishly 
"Tico The illustrations did not 
contain much colour, Mostly red and gold 
were used as they were eye catching. 





The pages had borders, These borders 
were decorated with flowers and geometrical 
frame for the text. 
Early in the middle ages, the books and pages 
were dyed purple. The writing was in gold 
or silver ink 

The manuscript was then sent to the 
illustrator who used thick water colour and 
gold leaf, thinner than a paper. The books 
were made of parchment, the skin of goat 
or sheep. 

By 6 A.D. separate rooms were built in 
monastries where books could be written and 
illustrated. These rooms came to be called 
‘scriptoria’. Monks became scribes and 
illustrators, Initially they merely copied from 
old books. Later, they began to write new 
books. The nextsix centuries sawa number 
of scriptorias being built in monastries all 
over the world. 

When universities began to be set up, 
these illustrated manuscripts began losing 
importance. With the advent of the printing 
press it became a dead art 

















KRY, 
Coimbatore 
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Why did a moron not 





use the zebra crossing? 


A+ Because he knew he 





wosn't a ‘Zebra! 
K. Keerthana, aged 15, 
Vijaya High School, 


Bangalore 


ta 

te go) SS 
——s) 
Lemesr 










ce scene 
That can't bes W's 
alway wih ne 
Prati 





H. Jhakaria, 
age 14, 
VPM Eng. H.S., Mumbai 
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IT SLIPPED FROM Hi HOPE THE PIT 
HAND AND ROLLED. IS NOT DEEP. LET ME 
AWAY INTO A PIT. SEE IF 1 CAN... 


























WAIT WAIT. 

DONT MOVE, THIS MUST 

BEA STONE, MORE MIGHT 
FOLLOW. 











TT SEEMS 


RIGHT HAS FALLEN 
‘OVER EARTH. IT 1S. 
BECOMING DARK, 











UCN, SOMETHING © 
HOLDING ON TO 
MY FINGERS! 
: 


Oo Malay Festus PB No. 608 Kory 








d 











TO CONTINUE. 
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‘When I sit in the exam hall, 
feel I am facing a blank wall. 
When I see the question paper, 
feel | am looking at a used tissue paper; 
T wish it would evaporate like 
water vapour. 
Cooking up answers makes my 
blood curdle, 
For me itis a very big hurdle. 
If only all exams were banished. 7. 
‘And question papers vanished, * 
I would never be vanquished. 















cranes had thrived because the 
buffaloes were taking care of the 
weeds. Bharatpur sanctuary now 
has the cranes visiting it during 
winter. The buffaloes keep the lake 
free of weeds. And the cranes now 
had enough fish to feed on. 


home to Indian buffaloes. The: 
grazed in the sanctuary while the 
Siberian cranes fed on the fish. 
Indian scientists believed that the 
buffaloes were searing away ths 
cranes. So, despite much furore 
from buffalo-owners, they 
were not allowed to graze in- | 
side the sanctuary. 

Bharatpur sanctuary did | 
not receive the cranes during 
one winter, Weeds had grown 
all over the lake and the Si- 
berian cranes did not find 
enough fish to live on. Scien 
tists discovered that the 
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St. Xavier's Institution, 


Calcutta 


Debanjana Dasgupta, 




















P.G. Padma, age 12, 
PSBBSSS, Chennai 

















D. Subhash, 
IX, Jubilee School, 
Bangalore 
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VC, Ryan Intl. School, 
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Aritra Khan, 











Ill, DAV Public School, Jamshedpur 









dam was upset that he 
hadn't done well in the half- 
yearly tests. This had made 


him angry. He had studied well. But 
the questions that had been asked in 
the test were out of portion. 

Our mother was not willing to 
believe this. She scolded Adam for 
not having taken the exams serious- 


ly. Adam loved cricket. In fact, if a 
cricket match was to be telecast on 
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‘TVhe'dsit glued to 
the TV. 


Invari- 
ably, the next day 
he wouldn't go to 
school saying he 
was ill. 

Since our 
parents knew all 
this, they also had 
a fair idea why 
‘Adam hadn't done 
well in the exams, 

Christmas was 
round the corner, 1 
had asked my 
parents for quite a 
number of things. 

T wanted a pair 
‘of sports shoes, a 
new dress and a 
pack of sketch 
pens. 

‘Adam had an 
equally long list 
He wanted a 
cricket bat andia 


™ Wher 


ball. He had asked for a video game. 
Usually, our parents gifted us what we 
had asked for. They also had special 
gifts. These gifts were given only if 
wwe proved good at studies. 

It was soon christmas. I had made 
a totebag for my mother. For my 
father, I had made a magazine holder. 


dam had been collecting dry 
twigs and leaves for quite 
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sometime now. 1 asked him what his 
gifts to our parents were. He grinned 
“Wait and see’, he said. 

‘Adam and I helped our mother 
decorate the tree. Usually we slept 
even before Santa Claus arrived. Our 
gifts would be by our bedside when 
‘we woke the next morning, 

This year | decided to wait up so 
that I could see Santa Claus 

Suddenly the chime of the door- 
bell filled the house. ""Santa Claus has 
arrived,” Leried, Adam and | rushed 
to the door. 

And there stood Santa. Tall and 
clad in red. He gave a loud guffaw. 
“Ho! Ho! Ho!” 

He carried a huge sack over his 
back. Our mother bolted the door 
and Santa plonked into the huge arm 
chair. 

Adam and | danced around him, 
Adam asked, ‘Santa Claus, where's 
your reindeer’ 





‘would stay with us too! 

We had a sumptuous dinner. 
Adam and I couldn't contain our 
curiosity, What gifts had Santa 
brought us? 

Maybe he'd wait tll papa returned 
home, We did not dare ask Santa 
what gifts he had for us, 

Alltle while later my mother began 
singing carols. We joined in. Soon, it 
was close to midnight, Santa Claus 
opened his sack. ‘There lay the sketch 
pens I had asked for. Adam's cricket 
bat and ball were there, There were 
gifts for mummy too. 

After the gifts were given away we 
bid good night to Santa and left the 
room 

T suddenly realised I had not asked 
him how he would go around the city 
After all, there were others like me 
out there waiting for Santa Claus. 
When I returned to the living room, | 
saw Santa Claus remove his mask. 
Beneath the mask I saw my father! 


ANTA cere home 


“Ho! Ho!" said Santa. “'My rein- 
deers wanted a holiday this christ- 
mas, So, | said ok. I'l stay in Adam's 
house. Pick me up on your way back 
from holiday," 

“You mean you are going to be 
‘with us for a few days?” Adam's jaw 
fell open. 


too was pleased. Finally we had 
seen Santa. And Santa Claus 
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Thad another surprise. My father 
was telling my mother, “Adam has 
passed in all subjects in the half-yearly 
exams. 

Tran to pass on this information 
to my brother. 

Adam ran up to the living room 
with his gift for our parents, He had 
made a bunch of flowers out of dried 
twigs and leaves. 
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fter_dino- 

saurs, 

godzillas, 

and giant 

ships, we 

have a 

new movie to look 

out for. This has 

nothing to do with ships, like 

in Titanic or with huge unim- 

aginable creatures. These are 

day-to-day insects that will 

come to your doorsteps if you 

left your sugar bottle open. They 
are ants. 

Hollywood, USA has brought out 
two movies on ants and their an- 
tics. One movie is called "ANTS' 
Itis the story of Z, a neurotic ant. 

There is a villain ant who has an 
eye on the princess ant. Z fights 
the evil plot and foils it to win over 
the princess ant. These ants speak 
our language and are endearing 
‘on the screen though we would 
think twice before letting them into 
our sweet boxes and sugar bottles 

“A Bug's Life" is the story of Flik 
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It is a Disney prc 
duction. 

‘A group of grass- 
hoppers are sud- 
denly into the domain 
of ants. Flik feels it is his 
duty to defend his kith and 
kin from these grasshop- 
pers who mighterase them 
from the face of the earth. 
In his efforts Flik makes plenty of 
mistakes and the audience is in for 
a tickly time. 

So, ant lovers gear up and wait 
for these films to hit the Indian 
screen. 

In the US it is predicted that 
these ants will be a super hit dur- 
ing christmas even if human be- 
ings have other things on their 
mind at that time. 

So, let's wait for Disney's new- 
est entertainer with bated breath. 

Disney's earlier entertainer 
along these lines was the ‘Toy 
Story 
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twas a hot, sultry afternoon. 
Hounged on the sofa watch- 
ing a hindi movie on TV. It 
was a typical story and soon 
the movie began to pall. | 
longed to go out and play 
but my mother had specitically in- 
structed me not to leave the house 
for any reason or open the door to 
any stranger. Thefts and murders 
had made my mother cautious 
about my talking to strangers. 

Suddenly the door-bell rang. | 
remembered my mother’s 
advice. | did not open the 
door. | peeped out 
through the window. It 
was an old peddler. He 
was selling queer shaped 
articles that looked like 
glass. A small crystal 
swan caught my fancy. | 
was reluctant to buy it because | 
thought it might break. 

“Oh, no.” said the peddler. “It 
will not break. This is unbreakable 
synthetic glass. Look,” he picked 
up the swan from his wares 
and dropped it. The swan 
did not break. | asked him 
the price of the piece. 

“Rs. 100" he replied. 

1 went in and paid him 
from my hard-earned 
pocket money through the 
window. After he left, | 
wanted to try what the ped- 
dier had done earlier. | 
raised my hand above my 
shoulder and let go of the 


swan. 
Itfell and shat- 
tered to pieces. | 
was too stunned 
to react immedi- 
ately. | decided to 
clean up before 
my mother learnt 
of the whole affair. 
No sooner did | 
start. cleaning © 
than my mother arrived. She 
looked on in shocked silence. | ex- 
plained what had happened. 

She gave me a good 





dressing down. The peddler 
had dropped the swan on 


grass, she explained. | had wasted 
so much of my money! 
learnt a good lesson that day. 


Sarah Alexander, Std. IX, 
St. Ann's HS, Mangalore 








anu was a clever and a 
well-mannered boy. He 
lived with his parents in 


a good sized bunglow, Manu was 
lonely though he had many friends. His 
friends would come to play with him 
during the day but they returned home 
when night fell. Manu’s parents 
noticed how lonely the boy was. They 
bought him two puppies - One was a 


MANU'S 
CLEVER 





Spitz and the other was a Pomeranian, 
Manu loved the puppies the moment 
heseteyeson them. He named his Spitz. 
‘Sweetie and the other, he named Tommy. 

Manu trained his puppies whenever 
he had free time, Soon, his pets were 
keeping him occupied. Sometimes, he 
did not have time to play with his 
friends. 

‘One day, Manu’s mother said his 
grandparents were planning to visit 
them. Manu was thrilled, His grand- 

parents lived in another city and visited 
Manu decided 





them once in a while, 


PUPPIES 
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to take his puppies to the station. 

Finally the day Manu’s grandparents 
were to arrive dawned. Manu was up 
carly and both Sweetie and Tommy too 
looked excited. For the past one week, 
Manu had been talking incessent 
about his grandparents, Manu left for 
the station with his 
pets. 











he train was fate 
by half an hour 
Finally, the train 
arrived, Manu waited 
patiently for his grand. 
parents to alight. But 
when he watched the 
people getting down he 
was puzzled, The 
‘compartment was soon 
emply and only four 
men alighted. He was 
getting restless, What 
his 
grandparents? Had 
they dropped the plan 
of visiting them? 
Suddenly Sweetie 
barked excitedly. But 
Manu did not notice anything amis. 
‘Tommy who had watched Sweetie 
was now barking loudly and began 
running after the four men. ‘There was 
utter commotion on the platform, The 
ticket checker was heard shouting 
‘among the din, “Who let in the dogs?” 
Meanwhile the men took to their 
heels. This made some of the men on 
the platform suspicious. They grabbed 
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PETPALS 
hold of the four men, One of the men 
had a knife in his trouser pocket. 
Sweetie kept growling until the knife 
was removed from the man’s person. 

‘The railway police arrived in the 
meantime, The four men were nabbed 
and questioned. ‘The men owned up to 








holding 
police s 


old couple hostage. "The 
rehed out Manu's grand- 
parents, They were locked in the toilets 
in the train, Manu was pleased to see 
his grandparents. His dogs were later 
rewarded for bravery and Manu too 

received at handsome gift 
Nivedita Ravi, VIA, 
Vidhya Mandir, 
Chennai 
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IN THE WILD 


he seashore is a veritable 
treasure trove of shells. You 
will find shells of various 


shapes and sizes. Each of these 
shells have a different name. Each 
shell has housed some animal 
before being discarded by the 
animal 

How did these shells come 
about? In one of the previous issues 
we saw how crabs use shells to 
house themselves. These shells are 
hard substances in which the 
animals hide in times of 
emergency. The shells are made 
by the animals themselves. 

The animals pour out a fluid 
which hardens into substances 
forming a shell, These shells are 
hard or soft based on the type of 
climate the animal lives in. Deep 
sea animals and fresh water river 
animals exhibit thinner shells 











* AScallop shot 








Animals living along rocky 
coastlines and cliffs exhibit strong 
shells. 

The giant among molluscs have 
passed away. Those that exist 
today can be catagorised as having 
shells that have become vestiges - 
uunivalved shells and bivalved shells. 
Oysters and mussels have two 
shells and are hence called bivalved 
shells. The one-shelled are called 
uni-valved. 


O' all the shell animals the 
oysters are more evolved 
They have been removed from 


their natural surroundings and 
placed in fresh water. The oysters 
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storing liquids. Clams are usually 
found only in subtropical and 
tropical seas. Some of these shells 
have weighed as much as 500 
pounds. 

The piddock are creatures of the 
sea that bore tunnels into stone and 
timber. They destroy wood slowly 
but steadily. This kind of mollusc 
can even sink a well-built ship, 


the teredo known as the ship: 
worm is the most dreaded 
among the molluscs. These are 
long, worm-like 


4 animals with two 
small shells at the 
head, These 


are then removed from water and 
placed on dry beds. Oysters have 
thus learnt to survive draught too! 
Oysters are the source of pearls. 
Pearls are actually the tomb of 
parasites. When an oyster comes 
into contact with the parasite, it is 
absorbed into the oyster. The 
oyster secretes a fluid which we call 
nacre. This on hardening becomes 
a pearl. The nacre flows around 
the parasite, killing and inurning it. 
Layers of nacre are added to this. 
Finally, when the oyster is brought 
‘ out of the sea, a pearl worth a 
million can be found lying in it 
In the olden days, great scallop 
or clam was used as a vessel for 
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shells help the worm to bore its way 
through wood. The larvae attach 
themselves to any kind of wood 
they come in contact with, They 
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bore tunnels into it. They do not 
eat the wood but make home for 
themselves. They don't go out to 
hunt food. Instead, they live on 
organic material carried to them 
from outer water. 

The teredo act as nature's 
‘watchdog but is man’s drea- 
ded enemy. Around 
1800, these ship- 
worms threatened 
the very existance of § 
Holland. . 

The snail : Snails 
are single-shelled 
creatures. The snails found in sea 
and on land have rows of horny 
grapnels. These make for the 
teeth. Garden snails have 14,000 
teeth in all. The pond snail has 
12,000 teeth and the small fresh 





*Acommon Oyster 












+The garden snoirs shell 


water limpet has 9000 teeth. A 
mediterranean mollusc has 
750,000 teeth in all 

Snails exhibit a change in their 
diet when held captive. They may 
turn to eating flesh if green food is 
scarce. When spring arrives, they 
won't revert to green food, instead 
they end up eating each other! Stugs 
feed on worms and on other slugs. 

Cowries : These are easily the 
most common of shells found on 
sea shores. The cowries were used 
as money a long time ago. Even 
today they are used as ornaments. 

Cowries have been valued 

against copper and gold too. 
» The wing-shells and 
fountain-shells are used 
MA) to make porcelain, The 

D triton shells were used 
‘by Romans as trumpets. 

The sea nautilus, a 
dreaded creature lives in the outer 
part of its shell. It does not use the 
entire shell. The exterior of a shell 
is covered with a thin membrane. 
Below this membrane is a sheeny 
substructure called, “mother of 
pearl”. Only the female of the 
paper nautilus has a shell. The 
eggs are cradled in the shell. They 
are nurtured here safe from 
predators. 

Shells are nature's gifts to the 
animals and to man too! 
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"AW ty cia ne ask fora syringe? 
‘Anand asked Bharath 

i don't know.” Bharath replied 
He gave me a fity rupee note and 
asked me to get a syringe with a big 
needle 

1 hope this is what he wanted 

‘can't help wondering atthe price 
ofthis syringe 

"yeah It says Rs, 49,95. And the 
shop-keeper has returned the five 
paise to.” Engrossed in their conver 
sation, they were taken aback when 
someone shoved them aside roughiy 
and lunged for the graup of boys 
standing on the pavement. 

ill mannered idiot.” shouted 
‘Anand. ‘The stranger didn't seem to 
have heard Anand. He headed for 
the group of boys who must be aged 
‘around 16, He grabbed a boy from 
the group and 
held a dagger to 
his throat 

The other bays 
stood terrified. A 
crowd had ga 
thered by then 
Anand noticed 
Bharath was miss 
ing by his side 

Bharath crept 
up behind the 
man with the 
dagger. He pier 
ced the syringe 7 
into the man’s 
thigh twice. The 
man shrieked in 
pain, The hostage 
freed himself 
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‘Anand removed the dagger from 
the man’s hand and held him captive 
By now police had arrived and 1 
man was taken away fo the police 
station. 





A+ the police station the victim 
registered a case against his captor. 
The inspector asked him, “Name?” 

“Philip Fridvay. 

Home town?’ 
‘Mastario. 

The inspector looked up when 
Philip continued, “Itis an island nation 
in the Pacific 

The inspector replied, “My know- 
ledge of geography is not that poor: 
He continued, “Td like to see your 











passport.” Philip 
placed it on the 
inspector's table. 
The inspector 
went through it 
and commented, 
So you are a 
prince?’ 

Anand and 
Bharath looked at 
each other. They 
were excited. 
They had saved a 
prince! Philip than: 
ked them, 

I don't know 
how to thank 
you. 

‘A fifty rupee 
note will do. 
Now, we've to get 
another syringe for my friend.” Anand 
replied 

‘Oh! IVe forgotten to introduce you 
to my friends. He introduced his 12 
friends to Anand and Bharath. “Come 
‘over tomy room.” Philip invited. “You 
mean now?” Anand asked. 

‘Of course. 

But Philip..." Anand began, but 
Philip interrupted him. “Im a prince 
and youll address me by the same 
title. “And not by my name. 


Son : Where are the himalayas 
daddy? 

Fe 
mother, she alone keeps track of lost 
th 





her + Son ga and ask your 





: B. Bharath, VIl Std., 
Hyderabad 
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Bharath aidnt tke this at all and 
burst out imputively, "you may be a 
prince in your land. But here in India 
you are like any other person, So, 1 
call you by your name only.” 

Phillip was taken aback. No one 
hhad ever talked to him this way. He 
also seemed to lke being called by his 
name. “Alright, Let's not start up 
anything. You can call me by my 
name.” 

‘Anand and Bharath were treated 
to the opulance of one of the city’s 
most expensive restaurants, At the 
end of tall Philip said, "Come over to 
Mastario with me. 
vroul RGcPRURWEEE, Interested, The 
also seemed to like being called by his 
name. “Aright, Let's not start up 
anything. You can call me by my 
name.” 

‘Anand and Bharath were treated 
to the opulance of one of the city’s 
most expensive restaurants, At the 
end of it all Philip said, "Come over to 
‘Mastario with me.” 

The boys were interested. The 
photographs of Mastario that Philip 
had shown had been impressive, 

“But we have toattend school. We 
can't take leave.” Anand said 
regretfuly, “Thanks anyway.” 

Philip said, "You could come for 


What is phobia? 


Some people are afraid of certain ob. 
jects, places oF situations. This is an abnor 
malty termed as'Phobia' by doctors, Some 
are afraid of crowds, while others fear 
height and s0 on. 

Phobias are a special type of anxiety 

characterised by specific irrational 








your holidays.” The offer was temp- 
ting, 





“That's two months away. And 
‘we need our parents’ permission. i's 
t00 fantastic for anyone to believe that 
we saved the life of a prince” Bharath 
said. 

‘Alright! | think it will be worth 
trying to convince your parents,” Philip 
said. 

It seemed he wouldnt take no for 


an answer. 
‘Anand said a litle excitedly, "it Is 
worth a try.” 
‘OK, Let's go to your house after 





said 
"Alright! | think it will be worth 
trying to convince your parents," Philip, 
sald. 
It seemed he wouldn't take no for 
an answer, 
‘Anand said a litle excitedly, "it Is 
worth a try. 
“OK, Let's go to your house after 
lunch 
After lunch Anand and Bharath set 
out with Philip to convince their 
parents about a trip to Mastario. 
To be continued 
S. Srikanth, age 17, 
Kudremukh. 












PUZZL 


to 16. All are 5 letter words 
ending in the centre circle. If 
your answers are correct the 
outer circle will reveal an Eng- 
lish county. 

1. African river 

2. Possessor 
olve the puzzles with 3. It's used for shaving 
the help of clues from 1 4. Male voice 
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6. 
7 

8. 
9. 

10. 
" 

12. 
13. 
14 
15 
16, 


5. Stand indicisively and 





without purpose 





Wrath 
Civic dignitary 
Card game 
Large cat 
. Fresh water mammal 
Lowest point 
Sucrose 
Ramble along countryside 
A lazy man 
Detection devie 
. Name of a ‘Senior’ tree 





S. Poorni, age 14, Salem 
‘owmany triangles are there 
in this box? 





K.C. Radhika, age 12, 
Jaycees EMS, Karkala 


Answers _p.72 





Gre? 


1. Which is the smallest planet 
in the solar system? 

2. When does a solar eclipse 
occur? 

3. What is the contribution of 
the sun to the weight of the 











5. What happens when iron 
rusts? 
6. Name a river in Africa that 
fows out to Indian ocean. 
C.R. Rajesh, 
National HSS, Gudiyattam 


LUN WITH PUNS 


1.What has a head and a tail, but 
Ino body? 
2. Which star wears sunglasses? 
3. What's the difference between 
here and there? 
4.What's the opposite of minimum?| 
5. Towhat- question can you anewer| 
nothing but ‘yes’? 
6. What has a neck but:no head? 
7. How can you spell rot in two let 
ters? 
B.Which question can never be an 
lowered ‘yes’? 
Collected by Lakshmi B. Nair 
‘Std Vil, Navabharat H.S,| 
Attingal, Trivandrum) 
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ome December the city of 


Chennai will wear a festive 

ook. Itis not for christmas 
or for the new year. Here a festival 
of a different kind has arrived 
Skilled singers, musicians and 
dancers will be performing and 
entertaining audiences. In the 
villages, these sessions are more 
common. They are not restricted 
to one month. Most villages and 
towns have folk dancers to enter 
tain them. Make-shift stages pro: 
vide the much-needed relief from 
daily routine 
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In Chennai the art festival begins 
in the middle of December and 
ends in January. 

Asa final touch to the festival, a 
dance programme is held in Ma: 
mallapuram. Here exponents of 
various traditional dance forms per- 
form to an international audience. 

Most of these traditional dance 
forms fall back on epics like Rama- 
yana and Mahabharatha, for the 
story elements. The dance depicts 
either an episode or a scene from 
these epics. In the villages these 
stories are retold to audiences in 
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the form of street plays 

Street plays are known as theru- 
koothus in Tamil, Tamasha in 
Marati and as Nautanki in Bengali 


hese days the street plays 

touch on important topics like 
social evils, population control ete. 
Some street plays even talk of the 
political events in the country 
Street plays act as messengers or 
like newspapers for the 









rod of Torninod 





+ vitupatty, 2 


illiterate 

Some people use both music 
and dialogues to deliver their mes 
sages, They also have a bow like 
instrument which when played 
upon combines a twang with the 
jingle of bells. These programmes 
are called ‘vllupattu’ in Tamil, Such 
programmes are held throughout 
the night. In these music-dialogue 
programmes, a group of four or five 
men sit on a platform, ‘They have 
various instruments to assist them 
instory-telling. One of them begins 
the story, or the happenings of the 


day. Another person in the group 
will enliven the programme by ask- 
ing questions or passing comments. 
“Thus, they convey the message across 

During the 15th and the 16th 
century, poets like Kabir, Surdas 
and Meera began a new movement. 
They would sing bhajans, These 
bhajans were the stories of Rama 
and Krishna in the form of poems 
settomusic. Theiliterate mass, which 
flocked about these saints learnt 
about Rama and Krishna from such 


sea) songs. Poets like Kabir even 


included messages like unity 
among hindus and muslims 
While singing bhajans, the 
singer becomes so involved 
in ‘bakthi’, that he or she 





* Aol dance of Tami Nady 






begins to dance 
uncontrollably. 


'o this day, 


these music and 

dance sessions continue. Teej- 
an bai of Madhya Pradesh is an 
exponent of this bhajan art form. 
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Street plays 
or theru nata- 
kams are a take-off 
from katha kalakshey- 
pams or harikathas. 

Puppets were brought in 
to educate the people when 
drama or dance program 
mes could not be held. Pup- 
pets are made from leather 
or wood and these dolls are 
then held on a string and 
stories are enacted. The ther 
natakams of Andhra Pradesh 
concentrate on the naxalite 
movement. The theru nata- 
kams of Kerala brought in / 
the communist movement 
in Kerala just as nautanki 
did in West Bengal. - 

‘These programmes have had a 
tremendous impact on the viewers 
and they have changed the mind 
of the people. 

Such street plays were used by 
Vinobha Bhave during his Chipko 
movement. Vinobha Bhave taught 
the illiterate tribal women the impor- 
tance of safe-guarding their trees. 
Today, Medha Patkar who is fight 
ing for Narmada’s safety is also 
using these plays 


A: December nears, the 
temples and auditoriums of 
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Tamil Nadu gear up for the 
festival of arts. Since the 
climate is chilly, people turn 
out in large numbers to these 
performances, The cool winter 
nights do not sag their spirits, 
There is much fun and 
excitement 
In Karnataka Yaksha- 
ganam is a popular tradi- 
tional dance programme. 
Men wear elaborate make~ 
up and these dances are 
performed long into the night. 
They use dance and drama to 
convey the story. Their story is 
accompanied by music. 

Ballads of the Western countries 
can be compared to these dance: 
dramas. Ballads are folk songs 
sung and passed down through 
generations. ‘They are lyrical and 
depict contemporary scenes. 

People used these ballads before 
writing was invented. Songs are 
easy to memorise. So, these song- 
dance programmes gained impor- 
tance. Homer's Iliad, and William 
Chaucer's "The Pilgrim’s Progress” 
are all stories told in verses. 
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countries in 
Europe celebrate Chil- 
dren’s Day in various ways. 


“Sugar-aunt’ 

In Belgium Holy Innocents day 
means fun, frolic, gifts, sweets and 
toys to the children living there. 
Early morning on Dec. 28, childrén 
manage to secure the keys to all 





the rooms and closets in the house. 
When an adult walks into the room, 
or the closet he or she is promptly 
locked in! 

The person locked in is called 
by names like ‘sugar-uncle’ and 
‘sugar-aunt’. The only way the 
sugar-uncle or sugar-aunt can 
come out again is by promising 
children gift of cash or toys or 
sweets, The promises are fulfilled 
promptly on being reléased from 
GOKULAM December 98 


the room or closet. 
Children’s festival 


Saint Nicholas lived in 4.4.0. 
He was the bishop of Myra, Asia 
minor. He is the patron of boys and 
sailors of Greece and Sicily. He was 
also called St. Nicholas of Bari - 
because his relics when stolen 
were taken there. 

In. the Netherlands and many 
other countries, a feast is held on 
Dec. 6. It is known as a children's 
festival. Children fil their shoes with 
sugar and hay on the night before 
the Nicholas Day, The hay and 
the sugar are for the horse 
which St. Nicholas rides on. 
Alter the horse cleans up the 
sugar and the hay the saint 
fills up the shoe, with candy. 


Visalakshi Ramani, 
Coimbatore. 


\ EE Ee 


Teacher: Somu, you have 10 choco 
lates. If you give Divya one how many 
will you have 
Somu: I'l have 10, Because I won't 
ive Divya any! 
CU, Spurthi, Sta Vil, 
Presidency School, By 
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Kaa 


1. Mercury 

2. Solar eclipse occurs when 
moon comes between sun and 
earth. 

3, It is 99.87 percent. 

4, Songs of praise to God are 
known as Hymns. 

5. When iron rusts, 
weight increases. 

6. The river Zambesi in Af 
ut to Indian oc 


its 



































Jayanti; Begin a sentence wath 
Mala: ‘Tis 
Jayanti: You should say “Lam...” 
Mala: Tam the letter which comes after 
the alphabet H. 
Pooja, Swetha, Bangalore 


Gz 





ANSWERS PAGE 


FUN WITH PUNS 


1.Acoin 
2. A filmstar 

3. The letter‘ 

4. Minidad 

5. Can you spell ‘yes’ 
6. A bottle 

7. DK (Decay) 

8. Are you asleep? 


joW MANY 
‘There are 34 Triang! 


Ravi: How come 
you are wearing only! ex. 
how’? Did you love 


p ve 
. oJ 
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Please send me 6/12 issues of Gokulam. 

Enclosed is my DD/MO for Rs. 36/- for 6 issues/ | | 
Rs. 72/- for 12 issues. H 
(Outstation cheques not accepted.) ' 





PIN CODE :. 





Send your filled in forms along with a Demand 
Draft drawn in favour of ‘Gokulam’ to 


THE CIRCULATION MANAGER 

GOKULAM ¢agiish) y 

47, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAD, 
EKKADUTHANGAL, 


| CHENNAI - 600 097. | 
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hen you move house, itis 
W a big event. It creates 

such an upheaval. You 
are not sure if you will have space 
for your hobby centre. You don't 
know if you have to forego some of 
your possessions. Worse, you nay 
have to share your room with 
quests, even your younger sister or 
brother. 

There's no space these days for 
the growing population. We jostle 
and push to get enough legroom 
ina bus. But, there was a time when 
there was lots of space for ten peo: 
ple in a house and you may even 
spend a day without meeting your 
most hated cousin! 

Dakshina Chitra, a museum vil- 
lage near Chennai tells us of this 
time. The houses in the village have 
attics, underground rooms and se- 
cret passageways. An imaginative 
mind can even cook up an adven- 
ture story here. For children of yore, 
they must have presented a won- 
derful world of adventure. At 


4 


Dakshina Chitra you can 
see houses of late 18th 
century and early 20th 
century, side by side. 
region had 


P their own way 


of con 
structing 


eople of each 










houses. While Kerala used timber 
from jackfruit trees and teak, 
houses of Tamil Nadu depended 
on brick and concrete. 

The basket weaver and the pot- 
ter depended on mud and 
‘cowdung to build his house. The 
roofs of all these houses were tiled 
The tiles were made of baked mud, 
The brown tiles helped to main- 
tain an even temperature all the 
time of the year. 

The huge raised verandahs of 
Tamil Nadu houses have served as 
a place of gathering for the men- 
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folk of the house. The womenfolk 
of Chettinad had to contend with 
the verandah inside the house. 
Houses of Tamil Nadu invariably 
had inner courtyards. 

Certain houses especially those 
built along the Kerala coast had a 
room below the house for storage. 
The sleeping area was on the first 
storey of the house. The large open 
space was topped only by the roof. 
In case of emergency like fire or 
attack from outside, the entire 
family could escape 
by jumping out of the 
openings on all sides. 
The basic instinct of 
man to save himself 
showed up in this con- 


struction. 
hese houses also used 

T space-saving furniture 
Long, wooden platforms 
fixed to the windows acted as writ- 
ing tables and cots, rolled in one. 
The large windows allowed for 
breeze and the lack of a fan or air 
cooler was never felt 

The agriculturist of Tanjavur had 
a separate attic to store grains. He 
had to merely open the door of his 
attic and the grains would fall to 
the ground, 
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The womenfolk of Tamil Nadu 
had their own zenana. Visitors were 
not invited into the house unless 
they were well-known. The veran- 
dahs of the Tamil Nadu and Kerala 
houses were exculsively built to 
receive guests. The doctor's house 
in Kerala had a separate room for 
his patients. Here the doctor even 
undertook complicated treatments. 

The weaver and the 















<n 
we*"potter used their 
‘open inner courtyard for weaving 
and pot making. The fisherman had 
his boat hung in the back veran- 
dah of his house. He could easily 
sail away when floods engulfed his 
house. 

Dakshina Chitra also holds live 
demonstrations in pottery, weaving 
etc. It is a trip back in history. The 
exquisitely carved doorways, the 
excellent use of space, the 
thoughtfulness in building rooms 
are rare in today's houses. These 
houses tell us how we can make 
the best use of space. 
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CHESS BOARD 
QUEEN 


Koneru Humpy is 
the winner of under-12.world youth 
championship this year. This 11- 
year-old girl, a student of Chalapatt 
Residential School, Guntur has won, 
the world title for the second time. 
She has won five national titles'so 
far. Koneru Humpy has broken 
Russian domin 
tion by winning 
the gold medal 
She is looking “to 
dowel” in the up- 
coming World 
Junior Chess cham 
pionships to be 
held in Kozhikode 
from Nov. 16. 
Koneru Humpy was coached by her 
father who gave up his teaching. job 
9 daught 











* Kner Humpy 








a master in. 





to make 
chess. 

Humpy trains for about five 
hours a day. Humpy’s father is a 
national ‘B’ level player. 
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SHARJAH CUP 


ite a number of 
players kept the ‘records’ 
department on their toes. 
Mohammed 
Avaruddin has 

crossed Des 

mond Haynes’ 

score, Haynes 








held the 
record for 
the maxi- 


mum number of runs 
scored in one day internationls, His 
score was $649 runs from 238 
matches. Avaruddin has played 302 
ches and surpassed Haynes’ 
otal, 

~ Apparinership of 197 runs has silenced all 

cies! 








Sachin Tendulkar has, me: 
ade his 21st century. With 
many more years of erick: 
in Sachin, his ultimate 1 
take quite sometime to be surpass 
Indian bowlers must als 


while 








embered for setting ree 







Kapil Dev holds the record for the 
maximum number of wickets taken 





ches. 


has got 210 wicke 


one day internationals 





3 





Anil Kumble 


from 201 matches 





th stands 











third with 203 wickets from 148 
iches. Sachin has 72 wickets to 
his credit 

Sharjah Cup showed up some 
npiving, 
‘One comment from the commenta- 
tor went like this - “Pk 
and distract the umpires. They raise 
their hand for everything.” Um- 
n cricket oF 





valuable commentsabout u 





s shout 











any game ist 
gh job. The 
nent must be 


much | Si 








TENNIS” 
NEW * Leander Paes 
MASTERS 





* Mahesh Bhoopathy 


At the Heineken Open 
doubles, Todd Woodbridge and 
Mark Woodforde were ousted from 
the winning post by Li 
and Mahesh Bhe 
and Mahesh are still ranked No, 3 
They had 
been trying to beat the Aussies for 

tothe 
lias at Adanta Olympics, 
ti and the Queen's Club 
ney last year 








but their victory is swee 





me now. They lost o1 
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Budding Chef 


APPLE 
and 





BANANA SALAD 


You need : 1 apple, 2 ba- 
nanas; 2 red chillies; 25 gm grated 
fresh coconut; 2 tsp chopped co- 
riander leaves ; 1/2 tsp sugar and 
salt to taste, 

Method : Wash and deskin the 
apple and grate it. Chop the ba- 
nana into small pieces. Take @ 
‘kadai’ add 2 tsp of oil, few mus- 
tards, jeera and wait until it splut- 





ters. Add 
the two red 
chillies 


and fry till brown. 

Cool the mixture. Add in grated 
apple, chopped bananas, coco- 
nut, coriander leaves, sugar and 
salt 

Serve in a decorated bow! for 
exotic effect! 

M.S. Poorna, age 10, 
Ideal Jawa Rotary School, 
Mysore 





FLOWERS 

















You need: A few com cobs, paint 
(red, blue, yellow) and brush, large 
thin sticks. 

Method: After removing the coms 
from the corn cab, paint them with 
colours of your choice. Let them dry. 
Take strong thin sticks and 
insert into the cobs. 


Place 
these multi-col 
oured cobs ina 
vase. For more beauty 
you can insert a few dried 
stems of palm or coconut leaves. 
K. Geetha Bharathi, age 9, 
Balalok MHSS, Chennai 


CREATIVE CORNER 
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heela had 
© ancid dress 
Y which she 
liked very 
much. Her 
mother had often 
told her that the 
dress had be 
come old and 
she should throw 
it away or atleast 
give it to the or 
phanage. Sheela 
did not agree 
with her mother 
‘No mama,” 
said "Old. is 
gold’. "i shall keep 
the dress with me, 

Her mother gave 
up saying, “Do 
you please." 

One day she 
wore her favour. 
ite dress, It was 
a hot afternoon and Sheela wished it 
would turn cold so that she could skip 
school. For, the school closed for win: 
ter. 

“To her surprise, her wishes were 
answered. Suddenly the day turned 
old, Sheela received a call rom her 
friend. Her frend was the school cor- 
respondent's daughter, She said, "the 
school has declared holiday for 
ter. This time the winter 
would be severe they 
say, 

















heela’s happi- 
ness knew no 
bounds. But was 
it really a magi- 
cal dress? 

She wished that her 
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THE OLD MAGIC 








old dress became new. Lo! Her old, 
dress became new. Sheela was 
pleased, Now, her mother would not 
ask her to throw away her favourite 
dress. When her mother saw the dress 
she too was surprised, 
Two years later her sister began 
wearing that dress. It 
had become too small 
for Sheela. But the dress. 
remained new all the 
while, It mattered to her 
that all like her magic 
dress. 
S. Sindhubharathi, 
1VB, CBS Mootha 
Girls’ SSS, Chennai. 


n 











CHEAT OU 
CONTEST Ho 





Taencity the musical instruments 
featured here. Ten winners will be 
chosen by lot. Participants must write 
their name, school’s name, age and 
address on their answer sheet. Paste 





Editor, 
GOKULAM 


47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Elkaduthangal, Chennai - 97. 











Winners of 
contest No. 4 


R. Balajee, Il, 

SriVenkateshwara 
Vidhyalaya, MHSS, 

Chennai 

Varun Murali, Mumbai. 

S. Priya, VI, 

BVBMHSS, 

Coimbatore. 

R.Vikram, age 14, 

MES Kishore Kendra, 

Bangalore. 

K. Rekha Rajan, VIIA, 

KY DRDO. Bangalore. 

'. Suvidha, VA, JVSSS, Chennai 

E Sangeetha, Vil, 

CMS School, Kanyakumari 

CC. Haasini, Bangalore. 

Each of these winners will receive 
Rs. 12.50 by M.O. 
The answers are |) Tamil Nadu, 2) 

Equestrian 3) Block bucklontelope, 





Ee pred and pubiaedby Kesar = Sharan ras on bah ol Bharhay Pun 

"Tawaherial Nehru Rosd, Extaduthangal, Chena - 600 097. 
‘elophones "Eaton! 2344628 Cucsiation lanager: Subscription ana Aaveriement 2548623 ; 
(Chiat Administrative Officer: 2345622: Fax 7345821 
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Enter the maze at the top left hand 
















and escape to 1m right by 
horizontally, ‘andl diagonally 


iting every 


“af Liu 


N. Somnath, age 13, 
Baroda 








out of here! 

















Raju: My father has constructed three swimming pools 
ne with hot water, one with cold water and the last 
‘ono with no water 
Ravi: No wator! What for? 
Raju: For those who don't know swimming, We plan to catch a train that leaves 
"Suman Nandi, age 12, | at four o° clock. Who gets there 
Kharagpur 
_ M, Vinod, 
Vriddha! 








‘un wren Ste 
st gate ano hq 
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